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Pentecost


Acts 2

Will Willimon is a United Methodist bishop and a unending source of good quotes and stories.  He writes about speaking at a Presbyterian seminary last fall.  While at the seminary, he attended a lecture on reformed theology--and I am sure you know that includes the finer points of predestination and some other doctrines emanating from John Calvin and his friends.  After listening for an hour, Willimon writes that he silently prayed, “Lord, thank you for Presbyterians and others in the Reformed Tradition.  Thank you for enabling them to believe all of that stuff so that we simple Methodists don’t have to bother with it.  Amen.”
Now I am sure that if you stuck a Presbyterian with a lecture on the finer points of Wesleyan theology you would get a similar reaction, but at least we can sing some of our doctrines!  If you check the list in the back of the hymnal, 61 of our hymns are from the Wesley family; and that is not counting the poems, prayers, and short responses!

How did we come to have such differing opinions within the Christian faith?  Why do Catholics and Presbyterians and Lutherans and Methodists all have points where they diverge in doctrine but still hold a sacramental theology?  Well, that is rather easy to understand.  We are all human and human beings are diverse.  Add into the fact that our scripture is complex and often contradictory leading to differing interpretations.  

Contradictory?  O yes.  Tradition in the church is to read Acts 2 on Pentecost and celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit.  But in John 20, we find a totally different story celebrating the gift of the Holy Spirit.  But in each story, the essence is similar even though the details are vastly different.  In each story, the disciples, as a group, are gifted by the Spirit to be in ministry in the name of the risen Christ.  Being in ministry together is the beginning of the church.

Faith is a communal experience.  Do not confuse love of country with love of God.  Love of country leads to our understanding of rugged individualism as a patriotic value.  Pull yourself up by your own bootstrap.  But love of God values just the opposite--it takes community, a church family, to nourish and raise faith.  Christ is embodied not in individuals, but in the church.  That is why we call the church the body of Christ.

We are not going to agree.  And that is more than just Methodists disagreeing with Presbyterians.  You likely are not going to agree with a person seated just a couple pews away from you.  You may not even like that person.

But that is OK.  Just as Genesis tells us that the Spirit of God hovered over chaos and brought forth creation, so John 20 and Acts 2 tell us that the Holy Spirit hovers over our chaos and brings forth something good--the church.  We are the church, not because we share the same opinions, the same beliefs, the same social settings or the same backgrounds.

No, we are the church because the Holy Spirit has gathered us together to work together despite that diversity.  

So let us give thanks for the church, the body of Christ.  The prayer is printed in the bulletin.

