May 22, 2011		Confirmation Lesson for All		I Peter 2:2-10


“I love America and I love being an American.  The energy of Americans, the ability to hew out lives often in unforgiving land, the natural generosity of Americans, I cherish.  But I am a Christian.  I cannot avoid the reality that American Christianity . . . has failed to make clear that America’s god is not the God we worship as Christians.”*

This distinction, drawn for us by a professor at Duke is crucial to understanding our scripture from Peter’s first letter.  Peter reminds us that difference between Christians and non-Christians is not that we see different things but that we see the same things differently.  

The story of Jesus is not hidden, in fact it is very well known.  For us, we accept that story and the premise that Jesus is our best revelation of God.  Those outside the church know the same story, but they do not accept that premise for Jesus.  It is the same story, but we see it differently and that difference is faith.  In the church, we accept Jesus as the cornerstone; outside the church, the cornerstone is rejected.

In the story of Jesus, he teaches that believers live in two kingdoms.  We live in this earthly, material kingdom; all people do—both believers and non-believers.  But as Christians, we also live in the kingdom of God; the kingdom that Jesus says he was bringing near.  Heaven is not a future reality, but it is a present reality.  Our life together as believers is a taste of the kingdom of God. 

We have allegiance to both kingdoms.  But which one will prove ultimate?  Our American society tries mightily to substitute patriotism for faithfulness.  But America’s god is not the God we worship as Christians.  Christians see the same things as everyone else, but we see them differently.

That same ethics professor at Duke describes this tension in terms of being a resident alien.  Picture yourself living and working in America, striving for what is good and what is best.  But you are not willing to give up the citizenship of your homeland; you are not willing to forgo that identity but instead cherish and nurture those customs and values in this new land.  You are a resident alien.  You have roots in two kingdoms.

So are Christians in the world.  We live as resident aliens, not willing to forgo our primary identity as citizens of God’s kingdom, not willing to give up our citizenship in God’s kingdom but working to nurture the customs and values of God’s kingdom all the while living in this earthly realm.  

And so to the confirmands and to all believers here today:  you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.  Do not surrender that right; do not forsake you citizenship.  But rather work together in the land you inhabit so that the people of that land, who see the same things as you, may see them as light and not darkness; may perceive mercy where they thought none existed.

It does not come in an instant.  It is a building project done one block at a time, one room at a time, one story at a time.  

Everyone sees the cornerstone.  In faith, we see also God’s grace in that cornerstone.  We see it because we are citizens of God’s kingdom while living in this earthly kingdom and we will not forsake that privilege. 











*Stanley Hauerwas on America’s God; March 7, 2010, quoted from www.livingchurch.org/news/news-updates/2010/3/9/americas-god


