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Putting it Together

Mark 4:25-34; Acts 16:25-34

As we draw the Easter season to a close, we begin to put all the pieces together from our challenge to the season, learning to pray unselfishly.

Unselfish prayer begins with praise for the awe and majesty of God, moves to thanksgiving for the many blessings of God in our lives, lifts intercessions but recognizes that God’s answers may not be in the form we may want, and then, after we say “Amen” leads to a life of Christian stewardship and grateful thanksgiving.

Now, will you remember that each time you pray?  Will I remember that each time I lead prayer in worship?  No.  But we strive to remember the various aspects of prayer so that in totality, our meditations touch on all aspects.

And is it unselfish to remember our needs and that of our family and friends?  No, there is a distinction between selfish and unselfish prayer.  Praying for the help, guidance and resources to live faithfully (our daily bread) is not selfish.  Praying to win the lottery or get a big raise at work or for that certain someone to not only recognize you but fall in love with you, is selfish.

Desiring health and wholeness for ourselves and others is not selfish.  In fact, working towards health and wholeness is good stewardship.  We see this in this morning’s story from Mark’s gospel.  Here was a woman, weak from hemorrhaging for years, struggling as hard as she can to get through the crowds and touch Jesus.  Did Jesus reprimand her?  No.  He sought her out and told her that it was her faith--lived out through her actions--that made her whole.

In Acts, we see yet another example of faithful living.  Paul and Silas are in trouble.  They are jailed.  In the inner most jail cell and within the cell held in stocks and chains.  They sing.  I would imagine those hymns were songs of praise--just as we are encouraged to sing hymns of praise.  And they offered intercessions.  If you were in that situation, don’t you think you might lift a prayer for freedom from this seemingly impossible situation?

And lo and behold there was an earthquake.  And not only were the jail cell doors knocked off their hinges, but the stocks on their feet and the chains to the wall were unfastened.  They were free to go!  Surely their prayers were answered!

But did they go?  No.  They stayed.  Freedom at the time of the quake may have seemed the answer to their prayers, but it was not.  The answer before them was to stay and witness to the jailer.  The jailer was prepared to take his own life, knowing that scenario was preferable to the painful death that would follow at the hands of the Romans for allowing prisoners to escape.  By staying, Paul and Silas remained true to their faith and true to the mission to which God had called them.

When we live out our prayers, when we live as faithful and thankful persons, it may not be the life we had envisioned and prayed for.  But it is the life to which we are called.

And just as with the hemorrhaging woman, we trust in God for healing and wholeness and when the immediate answer does not match our prayers, we still trust as did Paul and Silas.

It is not selfish to pray for ourselves and others.  But it is selfish when we only look for the answers we expect and refuse to see God‘s love in other scenarios.   We need to be open and live thankfully with what ever answer God sends our way and trust that we will not only understand eventually, but will experience God’s grace and wholeness.  So many times, God’s grace is before us, but we fail to see it because it is not exactly as we prayed.

To pray without ceasing is to live faithful and thankful lives.  To pray without ceasing is to be open to God in prayer through all aspects of life.  To pray without ceasing is to trust God’s grace.  Such prayer is fueled by our moments of meditation, when we intentionally go before God.  We grow in faith when those moments include praise and thanksgiving as well as intercessions.  We grow in faith when those moments recognize that God’s grace may not appear as we imagine it or as we desire, but we still trust, we still believe, and we still live in thanksgiving.

Will each moment of meditation contain all these elements?  No.  But do your best to try and your life will be richer as your faith becomes stronger.


