May 1, 2011			JOHN 20:19-31  (Doubting Thomas)

People of Forgiveness


It was the evening of Easter and the disciples are hiding out behind locked doors.  They are frightened; scared.  Wouldn’t you be, too?  Wouldn’t you be worried about being rounded up as a follower of Jesus and crucified as an insurrectionist?  The Romans might not know who you were, but there were plenty of Jews who would hand you over to the Romans just to curry favor.

It was the evening of Easter and the disciples are hiding out from their guilt.  We know Peter’s story of denial outside the high priests house, but what of the other disciples?  What happened to them during the trial?  at the time when Pilate offered the crowd to release Jesus?  Even at the time of crucifixion when he could have used some physical and mental support to ease his tortuous death?

This Sunday, the Second Sunday of the Easter Season, is known as low Sunday.  That is because our attendance this week is always considerably less than the throngs that showed up on Easter.  We, here on the Second Sunday of Easter, are the core of the faithful church and the dramatically lower numbers can be discouraging.  It can cause us to be low in spirit.  

But not nearly as low as those disciples felt.

Into that locked room on that Easter Sunday appeared the risen Christ.  And does the risen Christ chastise the disciples for their cowardness and betrayal?  Does the risen Christ lecture them on what they should have done over the last three days?

No.  He enters and greets them with a wish for peace that carries with it forgiveness.  He then empowers the disciples to go out in the world and to share that peace and forgiveness.

A week passes, and little happens except that they share the news with Thomas who was not present on Easter in the locked room.  But Thomas does not believe.  And on the Sunday after Easter, the disciples were still hunkered down, shut off from the dangers of the street.  The risen Christ appears again.  And does the risen Christ chastise them for doing nothing in the past week?  Does he come in shouting, “What are you waiting for?”  No.  He says exactly the same thing that he said the week before.  “Peace be with you.”

The risen Christ came to us last week, and the risen Christ is with us again this week, even though we are much smaller in number and slightly dispirited by that fact.  But the message of the risen Christ is the same.  Peace be with you.  A peace that comes from knowing that our sins are forgiven.  A peace that comes from being accepted by a forgiving God.  

The charge to those disciples two millennia ago is the same as the charge to us today.  Go and share that peace.  Go in the power of the Holy Spirit.  And the people you forgiven will truly be forgiven.

And that is good news for us today, weighted down the knowledge that even though we repented in Lent, there remains sin in our lives, tied down in despair over numbers that nowhere near reach last week’s.  We are not going to sink into melancholy and hiding out.  We will carry on as disciples of faith.  We have been forgiven, we have been accepted, and we have received the blessing of peace.

And we can and we will share that blessing with others.  It begins with forgiveness and our first step is to accept it for ourselves and then offer forgiveness to those around us.  

The risen Christ has given us what we need.   As last week we proclaimed, “Christ is risen, Christ is risen indeed!” so this week we proclaim,  “We are forgiven.  We are forgiven, indeed.”
