March 6, 2011			A Shining Moment		Matthew 7:1-9 (transfiguration)


When we gather for worship, we gather to encounter God.  And for most of us, we expect that encounter to be joyful and inspirational.  And sometimes it is.  Here at Memorial we have the majesty of the old and the new—this nearly century old room with the majestic windows complemented by the plush carpet and this magnificent new organ.  Joy and inspiration are natural components of encounters with the divine in this place.

But encounters with God should also be fearful.  It is not accidental that many of the encounters with the divine described in scripture include the admonition, “Do not be afraid.”  Fear is a natural response to an encounter with God.  Fear, both in the sense of tongue tied awe and in the sense of the demands that will be made upon us as servants.  Faith is awe and faith is sacrifice.

In this morning’s gospel, Jesus takes three disciples to the mountain and it is a shining moment that includes both Moses and Elijah.  It is not a moment of joyful inspiration for these disciples.  It is a moment of fear, in this sense, the tongue tied awe.  Imagine how you would feel if you had the opportunity to meet the President of the United States.  Multiply that feeling by thousand and you might sense that fearful awe that overcame the disciples on the mountain.

This story is important.  In very similar forms, it is found in Mark and Luke and it is recalled in II Peter.  Now there are many layers of meaning to this story, but today let us focus on the basics.  There are two basics.

First, if you are reading Matthew’s account and missed it earlier, this is a proclamation of Jesus’ divine stature.  If you missed the proclamation at his baptism, here it is again.  The voice from the heavens proclaiming, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased.  Listen to him.”

Secondly, if you missed it in the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus said he did not come to abolish the law but fulfill it, here in this shining moment is Jesus, Moses, and Elijah; the law, the prophets, and the Son of God.  Together.  

A shining moment on the mountain top that reveals, again, who Jesus really is.  He is the fulfillment of the old, standing there with those two pillars of the Hebrew tradition.  He is the Son, with the voice booming that revelation again from the heavens.  It is no wonder that the disciples fell to the ground and so should we.  They were in the presence of the holy.

When we come to this table in a few moments, I will invite you to remain for a few moments; kneel at the rail if you will.  Don’t listen for specific instructions on how to act or behave, but just feel, just sense the presence of God and be in awe.  It is a terrifying sense of holiness that calls together the body of Christ and then sends us forth in sacrificial servanthood for our neighbors

But then remember that Jesus told the disciples to get up and do not be afraid.  We need to rise from this table and, at the end of the service, leave this room.  And we won’t have all the answers when we do so because one experience of the presence of God is not sufficient.  It takes a lifetime of faithful discipleship.

Each of us begins that lifetime of discipleship anew today.  Because of God’s presence, this is Holy Ground.  As we sing, the ushers will move among us to receive our offerings.  We will continue to sing until that offering is complete and the sacrament prepared.
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