
January 31


Jeremiah 1:4-9 and Luke 4:21-30

Our gospel this morning continues the story of Jesus’ first teaching in his home synagogue and the beginning of his ministry.  Last week, we read how Jesus quoted Isaiah using the imagery of the year of Jubilee.  Jesus said that in him, this scripture had been fulfilled.

The concepts of the year of the Jubilee give us the framework for faith.  That that framework does impinge, in difficult ways, on the decisions we make in life.  Many times, Christians in the pews respond negatively to this framework precisely because it is “meddling” in the way they live outside of Sunday morning.

But that is what it is supposed to do.  The theologian Dietrich Bonheoffer said that the sermon allows the Risen Christ to walk among his people.  Now, does everyone of my sermons hit that mark--of course not.  But when I am successful, it does.

And having the Risen Christ walk among his people does not produce the type of reaction that we generally attribute to a successful sermon.  Jesus riled up the people in his home synagogue to the point that they went from pride in the homeboy made good to wanting to kill him--all in a matter of minutes.

Taking the Risen Christ seriously is difficult business and it often results in painful decisions.  The Risen Christ DOES meddle in the way we live our lives outside of Sunday morning.  How we respond to that meddling is the nature of our repentance.  It is different for each person, but almost always takes work.  How we approach that work will be the focus of our Lenten “Journey to Hope” that begins on Ash Wednesday.  The season of Lent and the season of Easter envisions us moving from darkness to light; from sin to salvation; from despair to hope.  But those transitions are not cheap or quiet.  The movement stirs emotions.

The initial response of the congregation in that Nazareth synagogue does not translate well into English.  There was pride in the home town boy made good, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”  As well, they must have heard stories because Luke implies that they ask Jesus to do something special, something magical for them.  Jesus response is, “You are quoting that old saw, “Doctor, cure thyself” and he then proceeds to lecture them saying that the special, magical events of God are held for the Gentiles.  As a people living under Roman rule--under Gentiles--you can imagine the anger this evoked.

And angry they got, to the point that they wanted to kill him.

Today, we also read the call of Jeremiah.  Jeremiah was called to proclaim a message of hope to a people in despair--they had been conquered by Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians.  Their country, their capital city, and their temple were in shambles.  Almost everyone with any standing in the society was forced into exile and slave labor.  That was the situation to which Jeremiah was called.  Of course his first reaction is, “You not talkin’ to me?  I’m just a boy.”
But God was.

And God still calls today.

Each and every one of us.


--some of you to work with pre-schoolers, or youth, or older adults;


--some of you to attend to the physical facility of this church;


--some of you to attend to the finances of this church;


--some of you to work in ministries outside this church;


--some of you to work with ministries with the hungry and homeless;


--some of you to work with the PTA or coach sports teams;


--some of you to work with scouts;


--some of you to be parents, grandparents and good neighbors;


--some of you to be teachers and doctors and accountants and 



researchers and landscapers and secretaries and computer 



geniuses and…
You get the idea.

And when you bring the framework of the year of jubilee to each of these tasks, it is harder than you think.  It is challenging.

We don’t deal too well with challenges.  As American Christians, we can be lulled into thinking that faith is just a warm comfortable Sunday morning experience.  But faith is more than that.

 When Jesus challenges us he challenges our assumptions; when the Risen Christ walks among us; it is not because he loves one group more than another nor is it because he loves one individual more than another.

It is just that he calls us to love God and to demonstrate that love by loving our neighbors.

Jesus stirred things up in the synagogue.  And the Risen Christ still stirs things up today and evokes angry responses.  Are you willing to listen?  Are you willing to let him walk among us, no matter where he takes us?


