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Genesis 37 (Joseph sold by his brothers)

“Those who dream by day are cognizant of many things that escape those who dream only by night.”  Edgar Allen Poe.

Dreams, especially in terms of our lives of faith, are much more than those dreams we have at night and may remember if we awaken suddenly.  

“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.”  Acts 2:17, NRSV.

Today, our sons and daughters dream until society sobers them and they realize what can actually be achieved.  To our dismay, that fact holds our society back.  We teach each other how to set goals and we put value on achieving those goals.  But dreams are different than goals.  Goals involve manageable steps to a desire outcome.  But it is our dreams that inspire, motivate, and provide our reason to be.

“All men dream but not equally.  Those who dream by night in the dusty recesses of their minds awake to the day to fine it was all vanity.  But the dreamers of the day are dangerous men, for the many act out their dreams with open eyes, to make it possible…”  T. E. Lawrence.  

We need to dream.  Each and every one us.  Not the dreams of sleep, but the dreams of what can be.

James Irwin was playing after dinner.  His Mom and Dad were absorbed with the cares of life, trying to figure out how to make ends meet.  It was a full moon, that night, and with the moonlight coming through the windows, Mom and Dad lost track of time.  

Then Mom glanced up at the clock.  “Jimmy,” she said, “it is past your bedtime.  Go one up and get ready and I’ll be up shortly to tuck you in.  A few moments later, Mom went upstairs to find Jimmy, not in bed, but staring out the window at the moon.  “What are you doing, Jimmy?”  

“I’m looking at the moon, Mommy.”
“”Well, it is time to go to bed now.”
As Jimmy left the window and climbed into bed, he said, “Mommy, you know that one day I am going to walk on the moon.”
You may not recognize the name--James Irwin--but you know that this is a sermon illustration and that pretty much guarantees that little Jimmy Irwin did indeed grow up to be on of only 12 people who have walked on the moon’s surface.  

As a boy, he was given a model airplane as a second grader.  That started his fascination with flight.  His father encouraged the dream by taking his son to a nearby airport just to watch planes take off and land.

Irwin became an Air Force pilot but came to realize that he wanted to be an astronaut.  But his applications were turned down.  NASA was only accepting test pilots.  So Irwin entered graduate school to get the education he would need and was eventually accepted into the Air Force test pilot program.

But as a test pilot, he was involved in a terrible accident.  He suffered compound fractures--plural--as well as amnesia.  He needed physical therapy as well as psychiatric treatment just to get back into the air.  And his applications to NASA continued to be rejected.

In fact, it would be five years before NASA finally accepted Irwin into the program and another five years in the program before he walked on the moon.  

Be he dreamt it--looking out the window--and he did it.

We need to dream.

But not every dreamer’s story is as heart warming as little Jimmy Irwin’s.

This weekend, we celebrate the life of a dreamer, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  He had a dream that this country would put its constitution and creeds into practice--to live out the equality of opportunity that this country preached.  But he was despised for that dream.  He was beaten and jailed; and one day on a hotel balcony he was assassinated.  But his dream survived.  And it inspired.  And it motivated.

A seventeen year old boy named Joseph had a dream.  He told his brothers and they hated him for it.  He had another dream and he told this dream to his father and his brothers.  His father rebuked him and his brothers threw him into a pit until he could be sold off the Egypt where he continued to dream and he inspired a people called Israel.

We need to dream.  Obstacles are inevitable.  Self doubt and fear will enter the picture.  But they must not stop us from dreaming.

What are your dreams?  Not only for yourself, but for our church?  Together as the body of Christ, are dreams can come together to form a vision of faith that will compel this church to leave the comfort of the status quo and to step up and step out with Christ, sharing his values and following his example.  To love as Jesus loved; to share that love as Jesus challenged us to do; is a notion that will separate us from the rest of society.

Keep dreaming.  Do not allow your self-doubts or fears to stop you.

Keep dreaming.  Endure what you must to keep the dream alive.

Keep dreaming.  Share it with this church family for together, our dreams will become stronger.

Keep dreaming.  For we will be inspired and motivated.

Keep dreaming.  For we are the body of Christ.  

Amen.

