
GOOD FRIDAY 2010

The Intersection of Suffering and Hope

We have arrived at Good Friday.  It has been difficult journey.  And tonight is probably the most challenging.  On Good Friday we stand with Jesus and face the cross.

When Jesus faced the cross, he knew he had to continue his journey and the cross was part of it.  However, when we face the cross, it is not to confront our mortality but to see our lives reflected, as in a mirror.  

In the cross, we are confronted with the reflection that challenges: What have you done to add to the suffering of the world rather than relieve it?  What have you done to add to your own personal suffering rather than alleviate it?

I challenged each of you to select an area of your life on which to focus during Lent.  What did you discover?  I know that you found more out about yourself than you ever imagined.  No matter what area you selected, you saw aspects of yourself that contributed to the problem:  pride, love of money, willingness to take the quick fix rather than work on the proper fix, and so on.  You also saw how easy it was to be distracted from the task:  either just giving up or being diverted down a more pleasant side path.

All these aspects of our lives are reflected tonight in the cross.  We have responsibility for some of the suffering of this world; we have responsibility for the predicament of our individual situations.  

But because Jesus bore the cross and died on the cross, we don’t have to.  We don’t have to die because of those sins, just confront them.  

Because Jesus bore the cross and died on the cross, we can see beyond the reflections of our sin to the hope of Easter morning.  Tonight is the intersection of suffering and hope.  We don’t have to stay with the path of suffering but are free to turn onto the avenue of hope.

Good Friday is inextricably linked to Easter.  There is no getting around the cross and the death of Jesus.  Like a mirror, the cross reflects back at us a true image of who we are and not a flattering portrait.  

The reflections are not easy to look at.  So I know that all of you were tempted not to come tonight--just like Pilate looked for an easier way out of his dilemma.  

But Easter will mean so much more if tonight you gaze upon your reflection in the cross and then realize that Christ has born that cross for you.  In doing so, Christ, at this intersection, is pointing you away from the road of suffering and directing you to the avenue of hope of Easter morning.  Amen. 

