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Intro to Easter Theme:  Praying Unselfishly

For some time, measured in years, I and our worship planners have struggled with our prayer time.  Our prayers are predominantly intercessions--we do little else.  Intercessions are not bad, but unbalanced prayer is not healthy.  There is a place for intercessions in prayer, both our corporate prayer in worship and in your personal prayer life.  

But there is much more to prayer.  My hope is that this Easter season will expand our understanding of prayer and lead us into more unselfish prayer.  If you have specific questions about prayer, email them to me, or give them to the office, and I will address them as best I can during this Easter series.

Our prayers in worship are consistently dominated by intercessions--asking things of God.  If you will accept my attempt at humor, our worship prayer time is similar to sitting on Santa’s lap.  There is a very brief exchange where we say how great it is to see Santa, and included in that is the vow that we have tried our very best to be good boys and girls, followed by a lengthy list of things that we want.  If you don’t do that brief exchange at the beginning, the intercessory prayer is not like sitting on Santa’s lap, it is simply comparable to giving instructions to a servant.  God as the divine butler.

Now I do not think any of us equate God with Santa Claus or conceive of God as a servant waiting to do our bidding.  But we pray as if we do.  We need to learn how to pray unselfishly.

First and foremost, praying unselfishly means that it is not appropriate to pray for more wealth or possessions.  “Give us this day our daily bread” does not mean “whatever wealth you claim in Jesus’ name is yours.”  Scripture is clear; God sides with the poor and marginalized and wealth is not a measure of righteousness.  We who live in the first world need to wrestle with our practices impact on the third world.

Unselfish prayer is not one-way, either.  We need to listen.  And since God does not always communicate on our schedule, we need to always open to listening.  Unselfish prayer is not limited to our worship prayer time or our personal devotions.  Unselfish prayer is a way of life.

Unselfish prayer is a way of life that is respectful of God and God’s creation; reflective of God’s love for us and for all people; practiced both individually and in together in worship; has as much concern for what God would have us do as with what we would have God do; is honest about ourselves and honestly admits that God redeems others as well as us; and, finally, is grounded in thanksgiving for all the that God has already done--for that which we read in scripture and have experienced in life.

So let us begin this morning.  As we go to prayer, let us begin with joys and thanksgivings for what God has done in the past.  I will ask you first to say aloud those scripture passages that are meaningful to you and express God’s faithfulness.  You don’t have to cite chapter and verse and you don’t have to recite it exactly--just give as close a recitation as you can.  Then we will move to joys and thanksgivings for experiences of God’s grace in our own lives.  Finally, we will lift our intercessions beginning by saying something positive about the person we lift up and then briefly state the desire for wholeness we have for that person.

