
There was no Christmas Eve sermon per se.  These meditations introduced major sections of the Christmas Eve liturgy.  They are based on the nativity story from Luke’s gospel.

Silent and Holy Night:

Tonight should have a period of silence; some time for quiet reflection.  It is hard to find the time.  Society has expected so much from us in these days between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Do this.  Do that.  Get this.  Get ready.  Be prepared.   Do. Do.  Do.  Do.

Well, tonight:  stop.  Pause.  Reflect.  In the midst of the hectic and sometimes frantic routines of life, what does it mean to be a person of faith, a follower of Jesus, a Christian?  

The noise of life often distorts the voice of the divine.  Most times, we need quiet to hear that voice.  Remember how God spoke to Elijah in the Old Testament in 

I Kings 19.   Elijah goes to Mt. Horeb.  He hears the roar of a mighty wind, but God was not in the wind.  After the wind there was an earthquake, but God was not in the violent shaking of the earth’s foundation.  Following the earthquake there was the roar from a great fire, but the Lord was not in the fire.

Only after all this commotion did Elijah sense the presence of God in the sound of sheer silence.  Only in the calm quiet that followed the excited activity of wind, quake and fire did Elijah hear the voice of God.

There is a reason that the birth of Jesus is said to have happened at night.  Away from the routines of the day, God comes to us.  Not in the shopping, not in the decorating, not in the office parties, not in the holiday school concerts.

Be still.  Be quiet.  And know that the divine has come to your life this night.  What will that mean for you?


A Worshipping Night

With the realization that the silent and holy night had produced the presence of God in their midst, the silence gave way to worship and praise.  The angels, after sharing the news with the shepherds, broke into songs of praise.  It was an outpouring of adoration

Quiet and silence is no longer.  The holiness of this night has erupted with songs and acts of praise and worship!

A Night of Commitment

But the shepherds knew it was not enough to know that God and come.  They knew that it was not enough to praise and worship.  They had to put it into action.  And so they went to Bethlehem.

That is not as inconsequential as it first sounds.  Shepherds were outcasts in that society.  Each year, hundreds of thousands of faithful pilgrims traveled to the temple in Jerusalem for the major festivals.  Many scholars looking at the evidence feel that those pilgrimages could have topped one million.  The priests at the temple had the authority to rule on the animals brought by the pilgrims for sacrifice.  They were to be unblemished animals.  

The temple made money selling animals for sacrifice that were ruled unblemished by the priests.  And you could not purchase those animals with regular money--you had to have special coins  This was the court of commerce--money changers and merchants--at the temple that Jesus would violently disrupt the day after his entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  

Some pilgrims just planned ahead for that cost.  But others brought their own animals for sacrifice.  But often the priests would rule that these animals were blemished and force the pilgrims to purchase their animals, but only have they changed their coin for the coin of the temple.

Where did these animals come from?  From the shepherds in the fields.  They were a part of the system that oppressed the people and they were resented.

So it was not without consequence or cost when the shepherds went into Bethlehem to find the Christ Child.  In Bethlehem, the city now filled with those who considered themselves David’s heirs and longed to throw off oppression and restore the glory of the Hebrew nation, now came the shepherds, suppliers of the animals used by the priests to enrich themselves.

It was an act of courage on the part of the shepherds.  But courage was not limited to the shepherds.  Sometime later--perhaps two years down the road--there came wise men from the east.  They had to trick King Herod, risk his rage, in order to follow the star and complete their journey of faith.

What will your response be?  Will you just acknowledge the birth and sing the songs?  Or will you allow the incarnation to be star that guides your living.  Will you act accordingly?

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

This is a holy night.  God has come to touch our world in general and our lives in specific.  God has come to bring us out of darkness into a glorious light.  God invites us to follow the light, to live in the light, believing that the promises of God have been fulfilled in the Christ Child.

Tonight we celebrate that child.  We hear anew the angels singing; we see anew the shepherds acting;  and we are transformed by a baby.  

That infant grew into adulthood and commanded us to share at a table.  “Do this in remembrance of me.”  In the sharing of bread and cup, love is offered anew and love is found anew.  

So come, all ye faithful.  Come and find the Christ Child.  And come, all ye faithful, come to the table set by the adult Christ.  Come as he bid.  Come and adore.  Come and be fed so we can depart and live following his example.

BLESSING

Go now in wonder.  

Go bring light to those in darkness, joy to those who can find no joy, magic to a world steeped in realism.  Go with the love of God in your hearts, a blessing meant to be shared.

This is a holy night.  Go with the songs of angels resounding in your ears!


